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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 IO-15 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 USIA-15 ACDA-19 EB-11 SCA-01 SY-10 

USSS-00 A-01 AID-20 EURE-00 DRC-01 /195 W 

113172 

P R 011552Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7169 
INFO AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
USINT CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 3632 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV PINS PFOR AU IS NO 

SUBJECT: AUSTRIAN DECISION CEASE FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE 
TO JEWISH EMIGRES 

REF: STATE 194596 

DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS VIBE RECEIVED DCM 
ON OCTOBER 1 TO HEAR PRESENTATION REQUESTED IN REFTEL. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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VIBE SAID HE PERSONALLY FULLY AGREED THAT AUSTRIAN GOVERN- 
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MENT'S DECISION WAS UNFORTUNATE BOTH ON HUMANITARIAN AND 
ON PRECEDENT GROUNDS. HE NOTED THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THAT AUSTRIANS WOULD STILL PERMIT SOVIET JEWS TO TRANSIT 
THEIR COUNTRY AND MENTIONED CHANCELLOR KREISKY'S SUGGESTION 
(FRONT PAGE IN NORWEGIAN PRESS) THAT SOVIET JEWS BE TRANS- 
PORTED DIRECTLY FROM SOVIET PORTS TO ISRAEL. VIBE DID NOT 
DISPUTE DCM STATEMENT THAT HE DOUBTED CHANCELLOR KREISKY 
WAS REALLY SERIOUS IN HIS SUGGESTION SINCE HE KNEW THAT 
USSR WOULD HAVE MUCH GREATER DIFFICULTY IN ALLOWING HIGHLY 
PUBLIZED DEPARTURE OF SOVIET JEWS ON U.S. VESSELS TO ISRAEL 
THAN HITHERTO LOW-PROFILE DEPARTURE OF SOVIET JEWS THROUGH 
NEUTRAL AUSTRIA. HE SAID HE WOULD, OF COURSE, PASS ON USG 
REQUEST BUT HE COULD NOT SAY WHETHER HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO MAKE A PARALLEL DEMARCHE AT THIS TIME. 

COMMENT: WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT PRESENT LAME DUCK GOVERN- 
MENT WILL FEEL SUFFICIENTLY STRONGLY ON THIS ISSUE TO 
MAKE DEMARCHE SO SOON BEFORE IT IS REPLACED. BYRNE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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